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PROCEEDINGS, &C. 


_ Pursvaxv to a call for the purpose, a Convention of the friends of 

freedom in the Eastern and Middle States, assembled in the 'T’remont 
Temple, in the city of Boston, on Wednesday the first day of October, 
1845, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 

Henry B. Stanton, Esq., chairman of the committee of arrange- 
ments, called the meeting to order, and at his suggestion, Rev. Mr. 
Porter of Worcester, offered prayer. 

The call of the Convention was then read by Mr. Stanton, who 
proposed that Hon. James G. Carrer of Laneaster, should preside 
temporarily until the convention should be organized, which was 
unanimously agreed to. 

Messrs. Stanton of Massachusetts, Shafter of Vermont, Elder of 
Pennsylvania, Mowry of New York, Whittier of Massachusetts, 
Willey of Maine, Sayre of New Jersey, Booth of Connecticut, and 
F@nders of New Mampshire, were appointed a committee to retire 
and report a plan of organization, rules of proceeding, and a list of 
officers for the Convention. 

This committee subsequently reported a draft of rules of proceed- 
_ ing, and a list of officers, which report was unanimously adopted, and 

the Convention organized as follows, viz: 


President, 
Hon. SAMUEL FESSENDEN, of Maine. 


Dr. F. Jutrus Lemoyne, of Pennsylvania, 
Hon. Trrus Horcuinson, of Vermont, 
Lewis Tappan, Esq. of New York, 
Ruy. JOSHUA Leavers, of Massachusetts, . Pee Picts 
Francis GInLtETre,. Esq. of Connecticut, 
Gen. Danie Hart, -of New Hampshire, | 
Epwarp Harris, Usa. of Khede Island,» sy Livy fs, tay isola 
Dr. J. A. Paine, of News persey,* 5, be 3) 28 
James M. Warron’ oy Massach, usetts, 
THomas S. Cavenpr® of Pennsylvania, ' Secretaries. 
AUSTIN, Wainy BY of Maine, § 


De) 
DS 3 


2 sraxbitie’ COMMIETRES. (itive wees 

On the Roll.—Messrs. Shorey of Mats., Butr’of? x. it Bigelow of 
N.-Y., Poland of Vt., Paine of N. J., Deming of Ct., Thatcher of Me., 
Babcock OOK. Mason of Ohio, McFarlane of Penn. » Gray, of Iil., 
Barber of Wisconsin, 

On the Address.—Messrs. Gerrit Smith of New York, Whittier of 
Mass., Elder of Pa., Leavitt of Mass., Burleigh of Conn., Hildreth of 
Mass. 
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On Resolutions—Messrs. E. Wright, jr. of Mass., Hale of Vt., 
Phelps of N. Y., Carter of Mass., Goodell of N. Y., Stanton of Mass., 
Harris of R. I., Belden of N.J., Booth of Conn., Bowe of N.Y., 
Farnsworth of Me., Fletcher of Vt., McFarlane of Pa., Flanders of 
N. H., Bradburn of Mass. 

On Texas.—Samuel E. Sewall of Mass., James Appleton of Me., 
John Pierpont of Mass. 

On Finance.—Messrs. Barbour, Stone, Knapp, Innis, Tracy, Alden 
and Leach. . 


During the sittings of the Convention, which lasted three days, 
three sessions being holden each day, the following papers were re-. 
ported by the committees and acted upon by the Convention, viz: 

Mr. Gerrit Surru, from the committee for the purpose, reported 
an address to the people of the United States, which was adopted 
unanimously. 

The following resolutions, reported by the committee on resolutions 
at different times during the sessions of the Convention, were unani- 
mously adopted, viz: 


POLITICAL ANTI-SLAVERY. 


-{. Resolved, That slavery is the greatest political evil which afilicts 
this nation; the parent of most of the other public evils which we 
suffer, and that the Liberty party is nothing more nor less than a uni- 
ted political effort to throw it off, ; 

2. Resolved, That. just so far as men who prefer political goodgo 
evil come to believe that slavery is the greatest political evil our 
country suffers, they will join the Liberty party, and will never leave 
it till they either cease so to believe or slavery is abolished. | 

3. Resolved, That a party, spontaneously growing up in spite of in- 
terest aud old political ties, to overthrow American slavery as the 
greatest violation of natural rights, may be trusted with other ques- 
tions of human rights and public accommodation as safely as any 
other party. 

A, ftesolved, That those who stand aloof fram the. Liherty party, 
either because they fear it will turn aside from its great and govern- 
ing object, or because they wish it to embrace other objects, lack due 
confidence in human nature, on the one hand, and a due sense, on the 
other, of the comparative importance of establishing the distinction 
between a man and a brute. . 

5. Resolved, That the, Liberty party is utfanimet&ly committed to 
the abolitién of Amérreanisiavery as’ the frst ahd highest duty of this 
federal rébublic? und that avhatevér ‘pélifital “doctrines on other sub- 
jects may be expressed by,this, or.amy,other Liberty convention, the 
party cannot be considpgrad as unatsrolsly committed to any other 
measure. ne Nt y 

G6. Resolved, That. it. inyalves np, cagrilice of prindiple to belong to 
a political parry paving "Hut: “ohe rdea,? provided t)mat idea is clearly 
paramount(dany othérs «" *s* * 

7. Resolved, 'Vhat the history of the emancipated slaves of the 
British colonies, their readiness to labor for fair wages, their subordi- 
nation to law, their diligence in providing for their families, their ad- 
vancement in civilization and religious knowledge, take away every 
shadow of apology for delay in conceding to the enslaved of this land 
the full rights of liberty under law. 
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8. Resolved, That we rejoice to see so many signs that the cruel 
and mean prejudice of color is giving way before the light of reason, 
and especially the noble examples of magnanimity and talent dis- 
played by men of color who have traversed the free states as advo- 
cates of liberty, and that we hail this as a sure harbinger of victory 
over that system of human chattelism, of which this prejudice is the 
ignoble offspring. 

THE CONSTITUTION. 

9. Resolved, That the principal and paramount object of human 
law being to establish justice between man and man, so that every 
man shall be protected in the enjoyment of all that is justly his, it is 
absurd and impossible to legalize a relation by force of which one 
man takes away everything, alienable and inalienable, which belongs 
to another, and appropriates it to himself. 

10. Resolved, ‘That in the interpretation of any legal instrument, 
we are not at liberty, if consistently with the laws of language we 
can avoid so doing, to put a construction upon any part which makes 
it absurd, unjust in itself, or contradictory to the purpose of the in- 
strument; therefure we cannot interpret the constitution of the United 
States as giving any countenance whatever to slavery, inasmuch as it 
contains no clause which by necessary construction binds any one to 
do any act in favor of the claim of the slaveholder, while it contains 
clauses which cannot be maintained in force without resulting in the 
abolition of slavery. 

- THE AacT OF 1795. 


wit 


1]. Resolved, That the act of Congress of 1793, in its provision 
for arresting persons without a regular warrant, is unconstitutional as 
relates to any person, and if applied to the case of fugitive slaves, is 
unconstitutional in all its provisions, and ought to be so adjudged by 
every judicial tribunal whatever. 


THE BIBLE DOCTRINE, 


12. Resolved, That, according to the Bible, “tie that stealeth a 
man and selleth him, or if be be found in his hand,” is a man-stealer. 

13. Resolved, That according to the expositions of this subject by 
the learned Grotius, and according to the exposition of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church down to the year 1819, “ steal- 
ers of men are all they who bring off, sell, buy, or retain men in sla- 
very,” and “that to steal or retain men in slavery is the highest kind 
of theft.” t 

14. Resolved, hat, according to the Bible, “the law is not made 
for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the un- 
godly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers 
and murderers of mothers, for man-slayers, for whoremongers, for 
them that defile themselves with mankind, jor mez stealers, for liars, 
for perjured persons, and if there be any other thing that is contrary 
to sound doctrine, according to the glorious gospel of the blessed 
God.” at 

15. Resolved, That since slaveholding, as it is practised in these 
United States, does bring off, sell, buy, or retain men in slavery, it is 
man-stealing; and therefore, that the individuals who ccmmit this 
crime in any of its stages or forms, are men-stealers, and cught to be 
so regarded and treated in the instructions of religious teachers and 
in the administration and discipline of Christian churches. 
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16. Resolved, That whenever religious teachers or religious bodies 
separate men-stealers, in the matter of religious instruction and disci- 
pline, from the kind of offenders with which God, in the Bible, has 
classified them, it is a serious and startling departure from that “ sound 
doctrine,” which is “according to the glorious gospel of the blessed 
God,” and ought to be earnestly and unceasingly exposed and re- 
sisted by every friend of truth, of God, and of man. 

17. Resolved, That the distinction between individual and organic 
sin, so called, by which it has been sought, and especially of late, 
to mitigate the guilt of individual slaveholding, and even to maintain, 
jn some cases, its entire innocence as well as its entire consistency 
with an approved Christian character and standing, however sincerely 
and honestly held, has no foundation in the mature and relations of 
things, no warrant in the Bible, and no confirmation in the actual 
retributions of Providence; and is in fact a practical license to in- 
dividual transgression, a practical support of the very system it con- 
demns, and involves the absurdity of maintaining, that just where 
organised and legalised iniquity is most compact and strong, and 
social vice most universal and imyeterate, and society as sach at its 
height of guilt, and the judgments of Almigty God, m the retribu- 
tions of his providence, actually breaking forth, because even divine 
forbearance is exhausted, there individual owilt is least, and the in- 
dividual practice of prevailing abominations most entitled to the ex- 
cuse, commiseration, and commendation both of God and man! 

18. Resolved, That those interpretations of the Bible, by which 
this distinction is sought to be justified, and by which it is made to 
enjoin and demand even of professed Christians only a lower morali- 
ty than the common honesty of ceasing to hold slaves, and a lower 
virtue than the common decency of having bet one wife, and the like, 
are interpretations which, like the traditions of old, make void the 
law, strike a deadly blow at the confidence of all honest and decent 
men in the Bible as the word of God, and are themselves the fruitful 
soil and nutriment of general skepticism and anbelieft 


THE VICTIMS OF PERSECUTION, 


19. Resolved, That we cordially sympathise with the Rev. Charles 
T. Torrey, Captain Jonathan Walker, and the numerous other per- 
sons who have suffered cruel inflictions at the hands of slaveholders, 
for acting or being suspected of acting on the impulses of their hu- 
manity, aflirming that whatever fault may be found with their con- 
dnet, they cannot be justly accused of having violated any just right 
of the slaveholders or people of the slaveholding States. 


THE ANTI-SLAVERY PRESS. 


20. Resolved, That in the present state of the anti-slavery enter- 
prise, the most efficient instrumertality that can be employed in en- 
lightening and reforming public sentiment op this subject, is the anti- 
slavery press, and that it is the imperative duty of Liberty men te 
extend the circulation ef newspapers devoted to the Liberty cause, 

CASSIUS M. CLAY. 

21. Resolved, That we tender to Cassius’ M. Clay, of Kentucky, 

our warmest sympathy in his trials, our heartiest approbation of his 


intrepid and independent spirit, and our best wishes for his restora- 
tion to health ; that we rejoice to learn that he is preparing to resume 


FD 


his noble efforts in the cause of the oppressed; and that, althougit om 
some points, and in some particulars, he has not adopted true anti- 
slavery doctrines or advocated the cause of human rights in the way 
we deem most proper and effectual for the advancement of the cause, 
yet we shall rejoice in a renewal of his labors and in the accomplish- 
ment of his ardent wishes for the deliverance of his State and the na- 
tion from the curse and disgrace of American Slavery. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


22. Resolved, That we feel a virtuous indignation at the treatment 
of a venerable citizen of this State by the legislature of South Caro- 
lina and the inhabitants of Charleston, when in that State and city as 
a public agent and defender of citizens of Massachusetts unconsti- 
tutionally imprisoned, and at the same time deep mortification that so 
much apathy is felt by the people of this city and this State at the 
perpetration of such an indignity against a respected citizen, and such 
an invasion of the rights of the people of this Commonwealth. 


Mr. Sewatt from the committee on Texas, made a report which 
was unanimously adopted, as follows, viz: 


REPORT ON THE ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 


The Committee to whom was referred the subject of the annexation of 

- Texas, respectfully report : 

The great question now before the country, is, whether Texas shal! 
be annexed to the United States; whether slavery is to be nursed 
and protected in that vast territory by the wealth, power, and enter- 
prise of this nation; whether the northern States shall be prostrated 
at the feet of southern despotism. Until this question is settled 
every friend of the slave, and every lover of freedom, svould con- 
centrate all his energies to save the nation from the great impending 
calamity. : : 

But before inquiring what should be done, tt may be well to con- 
sider the precise situation in which "Pexas now stands to this Union. 
Nhe Democratic papers shout exultingly that annexation 1s completed, 
and nothing but mere forms remain to make Texas, as well in name 
as in fact, one of the United States. Most of the other papers seem, 
thouch with more or less reluctance, 1o acquiesce in the same con- 
clusion. Indeed, a very general feeling pervades the community, 
that we must reconcile ourselves as we best can, to Texas, as an in- 
evitable evil. 

The real fact, however, is, that Texas is no part of the American 
Union, and no possible act of hers can make her so. Nothing but 
the deliberate legislative action of Congress can consummate the an- 
nexation. All, therefore, which now prevents effectual resistance to 
the measnre, arises from the state of public opinion. ‘To enlighten 
and animate pnblic opinion is the great. difficulty remaining. Let us 
examine the resolution for annexing Texas: It provides “ that Con- 

ress doth consent that the territory properly imciuded within and 
rightfully belonging to the Republic of ‘l’exas may be erected into a 
new State, to be called the State of Texas, with a republican form of 
government to be adopted by the people,” “in order that the sane 
may be admitted as one of the States of the Union.” This section 
clearly does not admit Texas, but merely gives the consent of Con- 
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gress to Texas forming a State constitution as a mode of preparing 
for its admission. 

The second section provides that the foregoing consent of Con- 
gress is given on certain conditions. The first is, that “said State to 
be formed, subject to the adjustment, by this government, of all ques- 
tions of boundary that may arise with other governments, and the 
constitution thereof with the proper evidence of its adoption by the 
people of Texas, shall be transmitted to the president of the United 
States, to be laid before Congress for its final action on or before the 
first day of January, 1846.” 

It is clear that as this constitution is to be submitted to Congress 
for its final action—Congress may either approve or disapprove it, 
may admit or reject the State of Texas at its pleasure. if the con- 
stitution be not republican, or contains provisions inconsistent with 
ovr system of government, or flagrantly unjust—then the duty of 
' Congress to reject it is manifest and imperative. It being submitted 
to Congress for its final action can mean nothing, unless Congress is 
to have the right of rejecting as well as of accepting it. 

The construction put upon this clause is not a new one, but it has 
never been questioned so far as is known by any who have examined 
it. The Texans themselves so understood it, and their newspapers, 
when the resolutions were first published among them, complained 
loudly that Congress had still the power of rejecting their applica- 
tion after they had presented their State constitution. 

The second condition confirms this view. It says, “Said State, 
when admitied into the Union,” after ceding to the United States all 
public edifices, fortifications, and a long list of other things, * shall 
retain its public funds,” &c. &c. 

The expression “hen admitted into the Union,” could have only 
been used, becanse those who framed the resolution understood that 
this resolution did not admit ‘Lexas. This clause too follows imme- _ 
diately after the clause directing the transmission of the Texan con- 
stitution jor the final action of Congress—showing beyond dispute, 
that the admission of ’exas depended on the final action of Congress, 

it does not admit of question, that if Congress does not accept the 
constitution of Texas, it will remain a foreien nation. 

The situation of T’exas nov, is in some respects similar to that of 
Mis<ouri, after the disgraceful act had been passed, by which the 
people of the territory of that name, were authorized to form a State 
constitution, without any restriction in regard to slavery. 

After the State constitution was formed, Missouri applied for ad- 
mission as a State, and a joint resolution of both houses of Congress 
admitted her, 

But this resolution did not pass, as a matter of course. It was 
strenuously resisted. It was carried in the House by a vote of 87 
yeas, toSi nays; and in the Senate by a vote of 28 yeas, to 14 nays. 

In the case of [Hlinois, aiter a similar act had authorized the forma- 
tion of a State constitution, and a State constitution had been formed 
accordingly, the resolution for admitting her as a State, was still re- 
sisted in the House, and passed by a vote of 117 yeas, to 34 nays. 

Ff these resolitions had been rejected, Missouri and Ilinois would 
still have remained territories anda change of three votes in the 
House, would have produced that result in regard to Missouri, 

[tis not necessary to recapitulate the grounds on which the ad- 
mission of these two States was opposed after they had been expressly 
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authorized to form State constitutions, The cases are mentioned that 
the lovers of precedents may see that resistance is still in our power, 
and fully justified by what has been done on prior occasions, nearly 
parallel. 

There is, however, one great difference between the situation of 
Missouri and Illinois, and that of ‘Texas. After they were authorized 
to form State constitutions, they still remained territories of the Uni- 
ted States. But Texas, after forming a State constitution, still re- 
mains a foreign nation; and unless the representatives of the northern 
States hereafter consent to admit her, she will ever remain so. 

The question, therefore, as to the admission of ‘Texas as a State, is 
an open one; and the members of the next Congress are entirely in- 
dependent and unfettered in acting on it by the resolution of the last 
Congress. 

Ita may perhaps be suggested by the friends of Texas that the 
United States are under some honorary if not legal obligation to an- 
nex her, in consequence of the resolution of Congress—as if there 
could be an honorary obligation to commit acrime. But the terms 
proffered were clear. The ‘lexan constitution was to be submitted 
to Congress, and if Congress disapproved it, then Texas should re- 
main a foreign nation. The Texans know the feelings of the nor- 
thern States in regard to slavery, and know too that the new constitu- 
tion will be resisted in Congress, because it supports slavery. ‘They 
have chosen to take their chance of the result. They know too the 
rights and responsibilities of the next Congress. It is, therefore, no 
breach of faith in the northern States to oppose such a constitution. 
There has always been more or Jess opposition by northern represen- 
tatives to the admission of new slave States. It would be a breach 
of faith to our own consciences and to God, not to resist the admis- 
sionof Texas as a slave State. Buta class of politicians, who have 
hitherto opposed annexation, now say that further resistance is hope- 
less; therefore let us now submit with becoming resignation to the 
new order of things. With this unworthy and pusillanimous sug- 
gestion, we have no sympathy. Why should we yield before the bat- 
tle is fully fought? Are we to take it for granted that the new Con- 
gress will be as mean-spirited as the last? That all the northern | 
Democratic representatives will prove traitors, before they have been 
tried : 

Congress will always echo the will of the people, when distinctly 
and strongly pronounced. Shall we assume that the great majority 
of the people of the free States acquiesce in annexation, before they 
have expressed an opinion on the subject? Man can never know be- 
forehand the result of his efforts; that depends on an all-wise Provi- 
dence. But the path of duty is plainly marked out to him, and he 
must never cease to contend for right and justice, because he fears his 
efforts will prove unavailing. 

The mass of the people need nothing so much as leht. Though 
many of the old political leaders have taken the wrong path, and 
others stand still, let us yet have confidence that the majority of our 
fellow-citizens will follow the true course, when it is pointed out to 
them. 

A light breaks out in the North. John P. Hale, the only Demo- 
cratic member of Congress from New Hampshire who dared to resist 
annexation. was in consequence proscribed by tne leaders of his party. 
A result quite unprecedented in New Hampshire has followed, He 


( 10 ) | 


has twice succeeded in preventing the election of the regularly nora— 
inated Democratic candidate for Congress. The thousands of Dem- 
ocratic citizens of New Hampshire who have voted for Mr. Hale, in— 
dicate how many of the party in that state have ceased to be the blind 
tools of the South. The failure of the pro-slavery and pro-Texam. 
candidate of the Democratic party tends also strongly to prove that & 
majority of the people of that state are opposed to annexation. New 
Hampshire is the state im which we should expect the least feeling 
and the least effort in this cause. If she has done so well, what may 
we not expect from her sister states, who have not yet prostrated: 
themselves so humbly as she has before the shrine of southern oppres- 
sion? Let.us not then despair, but strain every nerve to bring out: 
such an expression of public feeling in the free states against the 
extension of slavery, as will compel the obedience of their represen- 
tatives and shake off Texas. 

The means are obvious. Let every one feel it his own personal 
duty to do something in this cause. Let every town and village be 
roused by lectures. Let remonstrances to Congress against the ad- 
mission of Texas as a slave state be everywhere circulated. Let the: 
clergy be urged to preach resistance to annexation and slavery as a 
religions duty. Let conventions of the people be called in every 
state, to give expression to popular opinion. Let everyman who reads: 
this address be sure that he des something himself to defeat the ne- 
farious plot to sustain slavery. Many ean address popular assemblies =. 
many can write for the public; all ean converse with their friends— 
all can sign petitions—all can vote. If every man who thinks right 
on this subject, wiil only do his duty, annexation may yet be defeated; 
and the North be for the first time triumphant in the great warfare- 
between liberty and slavery. 

The committee have purposely abstained from discussing the sub- 
jects of the violation of the constitution im attempting to smuggle » 
foreign nation into the Union by the legislative action of Congress > 
of the breach of our plighted faith to Mexico, in endeavoring to bring” 
into the United States, territory which our treaties expressly placo- 
within the Mexican boundaries; or of the prospect of war with Mex~ 
.ico3 not because these questions and others connected with annexa- 
tion, are unimportant or unseasonable—but partly beeause the com- 
mittee had not time to discuss them fully, but still more because they 
preferred to confine their attention to what now can and ought to be 
dene to avert annexa tion, presenting prominently the one gr eatest and’ 
fatal objection to the measure which every man can wuderstand. 
With these views, the committee recommend the adoption of the sub-. 
joined resolution : 


Resolved, That committees of not less: than three from each state. 
represented in this convention, be now appointed, who shall aet as. 
central committees in their respective states, to. oppese the admission. 
of Texas as a slave state, with power to enlarge their numbers, not 
only from the Liberty party, but from other persons interested in the 
object, and to co-cperate with any committees now engaged in the 
same cause ; 

That the state committees shall appaint committees in every county 
in their respeetive states ; 

That the county committees appoint tawn committees. wherever it 
may be useful; 
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‘That the committees peblish and circulate as widely as possible in 
their respective fields of action, one or more short tracts presenting 
the reasons for opposing the admission of ‘T’exas and the possibility 
of defeating it ; 

That the committees call county conventions on the subject through- 
out the free states; . 

That the committees circulate short remonstrances to Congress, 
and that the following form be recommended unless a better can be 
found: 


“T'o the Honerable Senate and House of Representatives in Congress 
assembled : 

The undersigned, citizens of the State of 5 Solemnly 
remonstrate and protest against the admission of Texas as a State of 
this Union, for various reasons, but this especially, because its consti- 
tution, as far as it can, supports and perpetuates slavery.” 

That as many of the remonstrances as possible be sent to Congress 
ion the commencement of the next session, -the first Monday of De- 
cember next ; 

That the committees address a circular to every clergyman in the 
free states, inviting him to preach a sermon, urging resistance to an- 
nexation and slavery as a religious duty. 

SAMUEL E. SEWALL, 
JAMES APPLETON, Committee. 
JOHN PIERPONT, 


And in accordance with the foregcing, the following committees 
were appointed : . 

Maine-——Drummond Farnsworth, Gen. James Appleton, Jeremiah 
Curtis, Josiah W. Seaver. 

New Hampshire.—Nathaniel A. Davis,Gen. Daniel Hoit, Sylvester 
Dana, Walter P. Flanders, J. E. Hood, Concord, 

Vermont.—Col. J.P. Miller, Joseph Poland, Ralph Kilbourn, R. 
V. Marsh, Asa Aldis. | 

Massachusetts—Sam’l &. Sewall, John Pierpont, John G. Whittier, 
Elizur Wright, jr., James G. Carter, Joshua Coffin, James M. Whiton, 
Henry B. Stanton, Wm. Jackson, George Bradburn. 

Connecticut.—S. M. Booth, Meriden; Francis Gillette, Bloomfield ; 
W. H. Burleigh, Hartford. 

Rhode Island.—W. H. Brewster, S. R. Jackson, Bailey E. Borden, 
8.8. Foss. - 

New York.—Lewis Tappan, Gerrit Smith, Alvan Stewart, A. A. 
Phelps, Wm. Goodell, J. C. Jackson, W. L. Chaplin, G. W. Johnson. 

New Jersey. Dr. John Grimes, of Boonton, Jonathan Parkhurst of 
Springfield, W. Howe of Jersey City, J. V. Johnson of Newark, 
Benj. Griswold of Chatham. 

Pennsylvania.—Prof. C. D. Cleveland, Samuel Aaron, Wm. Elder, 
Thomas 8S. Cavender, Wim. Larrimer, jr., I’. Juiius Lemoyne, R. B. 
Little. 

Ohio.—S. P. Chase, Dr. Bailey, William Birney, Samuel Lewis, A. 
Guthrie. . 

Illinois —Wm. B. Dodge of Millborough, John Frost of 'Tempe- 
rance Hill, Owen Lovejoy, Ichabod Codding. 

Indiana.—Levi Coffin, M. R. Hull, Benj. Stanton. 

Michigan.—Charles H. Stewart, Horace Hallock, James G. Birney, 
Guy Beckley. 
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District of Columbia.—William Bigelow. 

Wisconsin—Edward D. Holton, Charles Durkee of Southport, Dr. 
BE. G. Dyer of Burlington, C. C. Sholes of Prairieville, Jas, Flanders. 

West Virginia—John Gillmore, Joseph Bryant. 

Kentucky— Edgar Needham. 

Jowa.—Rev. Wm. Carpenter, Dubuque, Rev. C. B. Smith, Doct. 
James Osgood. 

Letters were read, from the Hon. Wm. H. Sewarp, of New York, 
Hon. Sveruen C, Puitures of Massachusetts, 8. P. Caasz, Esq. of 
Ohio, Hon. Cuaries F. Apams, of Massachusetts, THrEopORE SEpD6G- 
wick, Esq. of New York, Hon. James Fow rer of Massachusetts, 

_Samvue t Wess of Pennsylvania, Hon. Wm. B. Catuoun of Massa- 
chusetts, Hon. Leicester Kine of Ohio, which were referred to the 
committee of arrangements, to be published at their discretion. 


An additional series of resolves on the unconstitutionality of sla- 
very, was reported by the committee on resolutions, in reference to 
which the following vote was passed : 

Whereas, a series of resolutions in regard to the unconstitutionality 
of slavery has been presented to this convention by one of its com- 
mittees ; and whereas, it is impossible for the convention thoroughly 
to consider and definitely act upon the resolutions during its sessions ; 
and whereas, the resolutions appear to us to present in a very impres- 
sive manner, points and arguments, of the most vital moment: there- 
fore resolved, that those resolutions be referred to the committee of — 
publication, with directions to print them with the proeeedings of this — 
convention, for the deliberate consideration of the Liberty party, and 
of the whole American people. 

[For the above-mentioned resolutions, see Appendix. ] 

A committee on an application of the colored people of Detroit for 
aid in building a meeting-house and school-house, and of an associa- 
tion at Elmira, N. Y., to aid in the establishment of a manual labor 
school, for the free people of color, reported that the applications 
were entitled to the favorable consideration of the members of the 
convention. 

Voted, That Messrs. E. Wright, jr., Leavitt, Sewall, Stanton, and 
Scudder, be a committee of publication, and that the prodeedings of 
the convention be published under their direction in such form as they 
may deem advisable. ; 

On motion of Hon. James G. Carter, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That the thanks of this convention be presented to the 
Hon. Samuel Fessenden, president thereof, for the able, impartial and 
dignified manner'with which he has performed the arduous duties of 
the chair during the sitting of the convention. 

On Friday evening at 10 o’clock, the convention adjourned without 


day. : 
SAMUEL FESSENDEN, President. 


James M. Wuiton, 
Tuomas S. CavENDER, > Secretaries. 
Austin WILLEY, 
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TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
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Torn not away from us—but hear us. If, as a representative of 
the Liberty Party, a little and hated party—we have but small claim 
to your attention ; nevertheless, as your countrymen, your fellow men, 
your fellow Christians, bound up with vou in common interests and 
common hopes, both earthly and heavenly, we are to be respected 
and listened to. Ifthe cause we would plead before you were of less 
importance, less sacredness, and less urgency, you might—at least 
with Jess guilt—put us off until you “have a convenient season.” 
But it is a cause than which there is none more humane, more holy, 
more urgent, more commanding. 

Slavery—that most stupendous fraud and most atrocious piracy on 
human rights —still lives. Although more than eighteen hundred 
years have passed away, since this earth was wet with the tears and 
sweat and blood of Him who came to preach deliverance to the cap- 
tives, “millions of slaves still drag their chains upon it. And not 
only in barbarous and heathen nations does slavery still live, but even 
where liberty and civilization and christianity are most loudly boasted 
of. Here, in republican and christian America, isslavery. Here, too, 
is the slaveholder the most shameless; for here are his most diligent 
and desperate efforts to extend and perpetuate the practice of man- 
stealing. 

Now, it is to rid our land of this foulest pollution and greatest 
crime, that we come to you for your help. We beseech you not to 
refuse it:—and you will not refuse it, if you will look at American 
slavery as it is, instead of what its apologists represent it to be; and 
at the means for its overthrow which we do employ, rather than at 
those which we are said to employ. 

Of the many reasons why we contend against slavery, and claim 
your help in the contest, we can here specify but few. 

1. Slavery is sin. The defenders of slavery claim for it the sanc- 
tion of the Bible. We bow to the external and internal evidences of 
its truthfulness and inspiration. We cannot, now, certainly know 
—for we cannot certainly know our future state of mind—that we 
should reject the supremacy of the Bible, even should we discover, 
that amidst the principles and teachings of this blessed book, shelter 
can be found for a system, which is utterly and promptly condemned 
by what seems to us to be the very instincts of our nature, and the 
very laws written on that nature by the finger of God. We cannot 
certainly know, until it is put to the trial, whether our faith in the 
‘Bible could survive the shock of such an astounding discovery. 
Whether we could still cling to the Bible, even after we had found it 
full of the grossest self-contradictions—even after we had found it, 
whilst condemning in detail all the elements and characteristica of 
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slavery, nevertheless approving of their sum total—is, indeed, possi- 
ble; for what of our future sense of duty can we affirm to be impos- 
sible? That, having treasured the Bible in our hearts, as the Book 
of Revelation, we should be confounded, distracted, wretched, at see- 
ing it refuse to concur with the Book of Nature and the Book of Proy- 
idence, isnot to be doubted. ‘That, in such circumstances, we should 
feel ourselves Jeft to guess and grope our pathway amidst doubts and 
darkness—deserted of our Heavenly Father, and reduced to the most 
sad and pitiable orphanage—would not be strange. ‘ 

- If ever we shall come to see, that slavery which buys and sells 
men, and classes them with brutes and things, is approved of the Bi- 
ble, how greatly we shall be puzzled by those parts of that book, 
which teach that men are made but ‘a little lower than the angels,” 
and even in the very image of God! 

If too, we shall find, that the Scriptures, although containing the 
command, “ Search the Scriptures,” do, nevertheless, approve of the 
system, that forbids the reading of them, and that, as inthe recent 
instance. in. New Orleans, drags a.man before a civil court for no other 
offence than offering his fellow man a copy of them; what, after this 
discovery, shall we think of the Scriptures ? . 

We are aware, that Northern ‘apologists for slavery say, that the 
slave code, not slavery, should be held responsible for the provision, 
that slaves shall not be taught to read. But, the framers of this code 
justify the provision on the ground, that it is vital to the continnance 
of slavery ; and to allege. that.it is not, ig to stamp them with such a 
character for wanton, gratuitous wickedness, as we.are not willing to 
ascribe even to slaveholders, ) 

If, too, we'shall find, that slavery, which focbids marriage, is not- 
withstanding sanctioned by the Bible, which teaches that marriage is 
a, Divine institution—shall we still be able to cling to the Bible? ._ 

‘Here, again, it is said, that the slave code, and not slavery, is-res- 
ponsible.. But, .asufficient answer to this remark is, that slavery and 
marriage cannot co-exist. American slavery would immediately 
cease, were the right to marry conceded to its victims. -The para-. 
mount title to themselves ‘and to, each, other, with which this right 
clothes hnsband and wife and children, would be fatal to all the 
slaveholder’s assumptions of power. Hence, though the Bible de- 
clares “forbidding to.marry” to be one of the “doctrines of devils,” 
slavery must, nevertheless, forbid to marry. “The slave is never 
prosecuted for bigamy,” say: the Maryland Reports. . Not being-capa- 
ble of marrying once,-how can he marry twice? . 

If. too; we shall ascertain, that slavery, which provides impunity for 
‘the innumerable murders of its, victims,.is, at the, same time, justified 
by the Bible, which declares, “ Thou shalt not kill”—will our faith in 
the Bible'be found.strong.enough to-endure this trial also? 

We are not to wonder, that the instance is yet to. be recorded, in 
which a'white man in the slave, States has been put to death under 
law for the murder of aslave., Why should judge or jury consent 
to the death of a man for his having done what he pleased with a 
mere thing’? It.is obvious, that, this impunity for murder grows. out of 
the very nature of that system, which, reduces: man to a mere thing. 
Is it doubted that slaves are, every day, murdered ?—clearly, techni- 
cally; murdered? ‘Would there ever.a month pass in Boston without 
a murder, were one half of its people the absolute owners of the 
‘other half? Does self-interest, .as it is alleged, restrain all masters 
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from murdering their slaves ? Then does it, also, keep-all men from 
drunkenness and licentiousness. Then does it also, kecp all men 
from all sin ;—for what sin does not work. against the interest of him’ 
who commits it? In spite of their interest, men will suffer their ap- 
petites to drive them to drunkenness and licentiousness: and, too, so 
in spite of their interest, and the unequalled horridness of the crime, 
men will suffer their passions to break out in murder. . 

Slavery heathenizes its subjects. Even the synod of South Caro 
lina and Georgia virtually admits this, by admitting, that the colored 
population of the South is a heathen population. For what can have 
made it a heathen population, if it be not the system, which forbids 
marriage, and the reading of the Bible, and markets men as beasts, 
and authorizes murder? At any-rate, this system being so fully ade-: 
quate to the production of such heathenism, it would be very unphi- 
losophical to pass it by, in quest of some other cause of the evil. 

Andy, now, the question arises, whether our faith in the Bible would 
be a blind or intelligent faith, if it could reconcile with the require- 
ment of the Bibie to spread salvation over the whole earth, the Bible 
sanction of a system which makes heathen of its victims ? 

But, we will proceed in giving reasons, why we must war upon 
slavery, and why we are entitled to your help, 

2. Slavery does infinite wrong to the slave. Slavery subjects. its 
victim. to every wrong, deprives, him of every. right. 1s he our fel- 
low man ?—then we are to care and contend for him, even. as for 
ourselves—then each of us is to look upon him as, indeed, another 
self, His stripes and his compelled and unrequited toil, we are to 
feel, as if they were our own, and the darkening of his mind and im- 
bruting of his spirit, as if the outrage were upon ourselves, 

3. Slavery controls and shapes the policy of the Government. . 'That 
it does so, is accounted for, both by the grasping and aggressive dis- 
position of slavery, and by the fact, that, however much slaveholders 
may divide on other questions, they promptly and perfectly unite, 
when summoned to the service of their “ peculiar institution.” This 
power to unite its upholders makes slavery an overmatch for the far 
greater numerical strength of the North—that strength being divided 
amongst various interests ; and those interests, instead of identifying 
themselves, their schemes and hopes of prosperity, with truth and 
righteousness, being busy in courting the slave power. Hence is it, 
that those interests, whether commercial, manufacturing, agricultu- 
ral, political, or ecclesiastical—and especially such of them as the 
free labor of the free North is most concerned in—all lie at the 
mercy of slavery. The North,in a word, has sunk itself into the 
servant of the South—a servant of how base a spirit may be judged 
from the fact, that when her eminent citizens are, for no crime,.ex- 
pelled from the South, she murmurs but faintly snd briefly; and, 
that when her ever lamented, ever remembered, and ever prayed for, 
Torrey, and other of her philanthropists, are for no crime cast into. 
the. dungeons.of the ‘South,.she murmurs not at all, .Whether of 
Presidents, Heads of Departments, Federal Judges, Representa- 
tives at Foreign Courts, or whether of Military and Naval offices, 
the South, notwithstanding her very inferior numbers, claims and gets 
the Lion’s share. The South, coveting the lands of the Cherokee 
and other aboriginal tribes, makes the North join her in driving them, 
at the point of the bayonet, from much loved homes and still more 
loved graves. The South, determined to cut off from her oppressed 
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children every refuge, makes the North join her in the bloody work 
of expelling and exterminating the Florida Indians. And after all 
the additional territory, that had been given up to the dominion of 
slavery by the purchase of Louisiana and Florida; and after all the 
superlatively guilty violence done to the Constitution, to humanity 
and religion, by subjecting that territory to that cruel and murderous 
dominion; the South has just now succeeded in making the North 
believe, that slavery must be kept alive—and, that, to keep it alive, it 
must be suffered to spread itself over all Texas, and as much more 
of Mexico as the South may choose to call Texas. For all this in- 
creased room demanded by slavery, the North must pay, and, when 
required, must fight. ; | 

,» 4. Our hope is, that this nation may ever enjoy, and, far more per- 
Jectly than now, republican forms of government. But this hope will 
not be realized, if slavery shall much longer hinder the growth and 
spread of intelligence. It has already come to pass, that, in the 
Southern half of this Nation, more than half of the adults cannot 
read. So far too are the upholders of slavery from being alarmed, 
at this ignorance, that they rejoice in it, as the most essential prop 
of the system, which prefers darkness to light. A few years ago, 
the boast was made on the floor of Congress, that there was not one 
newspaper printed in all that part of proud Virginia, which the boas- 
ter represented. 

5. This Nation, to lay the foundations of which cost our fathers so 
much blood and treasure, and for the prosperity of which so many good 
men of successive generations have toiled and prayed, we would have 
perpetuated. But, slaveholders are men of robbery and violence and 
blood: and, therefore, whilst this nation cherishes in its bosom hun- 
dreds of thousands of them, it will be impossible for it to enjoy the 
respect of the other nations of the earth, and difficult to maintain 
peace with them. If we too, should be left to struggle in war for our 
continued existence, what a clog upon our energies, what an enemy 
in our camp, would we not find our slavery! If, in the American 
Revolution, and when American slavery was comparatively in its in- 
fancy, a whole state could withhold its quota of troops, for the as- 
signed reason, that they were required at home to prevent the revolt 
of her slaves ;—if, at such a time and in such circumstances, slavery 
could be the occasion of so much peril to our national existence, what. 
might it not prove to be now, when the number of our slaves has in- 
creased five fold, and when our slaveholders care so much less to 
preserve the Nation than to preserve slavery! 

Detaining you no longer with reasons, why slavery should be 
abolished, and why you should help abolish it, we proceed to another 
branch of our subject, and assert, that it was right to begin ;at the 
North the work of overthrowing Southern slavery, 

We will, in this connection, show how entirely unfounded are the 
objections to the North’s concerning itself with slavery, ‘These ob- 
jections are 

Ist. That the South needs no aid in the work of ridding itself of 
slavery—that its own wisdom and justice and mercy are sufficient for 
this work, The subjects of a vice are not the first to assail it. If 
drunkards shall take up and consummate the Temperance Reforma- 
tion, it was nevertheless, for the sober to begin it. So, too, they, 
who are not already benighted and corrupted by slavery, must make 
the first movement towards its overthrow. But, why hope that the 
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South would make such a movement? Such a movement has already 
“been made ;— and, so far is the South from falling in with it, that it is 
still at work, not to contract, but to extend, slavery—not to throw it 
down, but to build it up. ‘The first step toward destroying slavery is 
the discussion of its character and remedy; and not even this step 
will the South consent to have taken. Jt has been contended, that 
they object to such discussion, only when carried on by other than 
‘their own citizéns. But, we have a recent and very signal instance, 
in which the right of such discussion is denied by them to one of 
their own citizens ;—and this too, notwithstanding, that he, to whom 
it is denied, has all the influence, which wealth and talents and fame 
confer; and, notwithstanding also, that this denial takes place ina 
State, where slavery is said to bea rejected and expiring, rather than 
a cherished institution. Moreover, it is note-worthy, that many dis- 
tinguished men were of the mob which enforced. this denial; and 
that Whigs were as numerous as Democrats in it, although the object 
of its vengeance is a Whig—a Whig too, who has rendered un- 
wearied, tnagnanimous, and effective service to his party—and although 
the Whig doctrine at the North is that Whigs, everywhere, are law- 
abiding —that Whigs at the North are anti-slavery, and Whigs at 
the South but slightly pro-slavery. 

The other and only other material objection to the North’s con- 
cerning itself with slavery, is—that the JVorth is already sound on the 
subject of slavery. But, not to say, that the more sound we are on 
this subject, the more are our labors against slavery needed, we will 
present a few facts to show, that the North is exceedingly unsound 
on it. Ss | 

“The people of the North should not be regarded as_ deeply hostile 
te slavery, so long as they vote for slaveholders. . It. would be very 
wrong to say that they who vote for sheep thieves. and horse thieves, 
abhor sheep-stealing and horse-stealing. But, clearly, it. is not less 
wrong to say, that they abhor man-stealing, who vote for man-thieves. 
And why should the people of the North be regarded as thorough 
haters of slavery, so long as they form parties, either. ecclesiastical 
or political, with slaveholders; or, so long as they welcome slave- 
holders to their pulpits? Why indeed, should..a strong anti-slavery 
sentiment be ascribed to the Northern States, so long as slavery 
lingers in some of them; and, so long too, as these relics of slavery 
call forth no rebukes from the other States of the North? . How little 
sympathy is manifested, even in the Northern States, with the vigor- 
ous and praiseworthy efforts of our distinguished fellow citizen to 
make New Jersey a free State? How deeply disgraceful to her and 
to the whole North, thatshe should remain.a slave State! 

In its various persecutions and oppressions of the free people of 
color, we have another and not less conclusive reason, for saying, that 
the North cherishes no deep hatred of slavery. The South has two 
doctrines, either of which it would be content to haye the North 
adopt. The doctrine,so abundantly set forth in the speeches and 
writings of her Calhouns and McDuffies, and Pickenses, that the la- 
borer, whatever his complexion, should be a slave, is the one which 
it would prefer to have adopted. But, as the North isnot yet pre- 
pored to adopt it, and will not be until slavery has had opportunity, 

*for another generation or two, to increase the dishonor it has already 
put on Northern labor, and to infuse more of the spirit of the slave- 
holder into the Northern employer, and more of the spirit of the slave 
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into the Northern laborer; hence all that the South now requires of 
the North is to respond to this other and less-sweeping doctrine— 
the doctrine, that the black man is fit but to bea slave. That the 
North has responded to it most fully and heartily, is abundantly shown 
by the numberless and measureless wrongs, which it has inflicted, and 
still inflicts, on its own colored people. T’o those who will not re- 
flect on the subject, no argument goes so far to justify Southern 
slavery, as that which is drawn from the humble cireumstances and 
humble character of the free people of color. Had not the policy 
of the North, in its Jaws and customs, been to debase its own colored 
people—had the policy toward them been the opposite policy pur- 
sued toward its white people—and had its colored, population been, 
as in that case it would have been, as honored and elevated as its 
white population—it would be found utterly impossible to reconcile 
the North to the enslavement of the colored man. Now however, 
the white man of the North finds it an easy inference, that the race, 
to which the cast-out, hated beings around him belong, is just suited | 
to wear the yoke of slavery: and, hence, little violence is done to his 
feelings by Southern oppression. No proposition is more true, than 
that the wrongs which the North has done, and continues to do, to 
its colored people, enter most largely into the explanation of its pro- 
slavery spirit, and furnish the most influential argument in favor of 
Southern oppression. We will mention some of these wrongs; and, 
ere doing so, will remark, that. the fullest, clearest, and most certain 
historical proof will hardly suffice to convince a right-minded pos- 
terity, that their professedly republican and christian fathers were so 
bigoted and cruel as to inflict them. . 
1. In some of the Northern States, the colored man is by law dis- 
allowed a residence. 2. In some of them, his complexion shuts out 
his testimony. 3. Ina majority of them, he is not allowed to vote, 
4, A large share of the primary, and a still larger share of the other 
schools, in the Northern States are closed against people of color.— 
5. A large share of the people of the Northern States will not con- 
sent to work by the side of the colored man; a still larger share. will 
not consent to eat by his side; nor to sit by his side, even in houses. 
of worship; nor to be buried by his side. The bodies of colored 
persons are excluded from many cemeteries: and the instance is not, 
unknown, where, as if to surpass all other demonstrations of ma- 
lignity toward the African race, the published rule of the cemetery, 
is, that “ No person of color and, no person, who has been the sub-. 
ject of execution,” shall be interred in it. why 
It remains to speak of the remedy for slavery. We do not say. 
remedies—for, unlike many others, we believe that there is but one. 
remedy for slavery. God has ordained but one remedy for sin. For 
the greatest sin, as well as for the least—for the stealing of a man, 
well as for the stealing of a pin—the remedy isrepentance. Repen- 
tance for slavery is all that is needed to blot out slavery. Leta peni-. 
tent sense of this crime melt the heart of our Nation, and American 
slavery ceases. “ The North give up; andthe South keep not back.” 
The slave-owners and they who countenance and sustain the slave-: 
owners, mingle their tears: and both are forgiven, and loved,.and, 
blest, by the God to whom they have turned, and by the millions 
whom they have set free. 10 
We praise God, that repentance is already at work to dislodg 
slavery, A Birney, and a Brisbane, and many others,-have felt its 
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ower, and given liberty to their slaves. Tens of thousands have felt 
it, and burst the bands, which united them to pro-slavery ecclesiasti- 
cal and pro-slavery political parties. Anti-slavery societies and an- 
ti-slavery churches exist without number; and, in addition to other 
“fruits meet for repentance,” we have a political party, whose pur- 
pose is, God helping it, to get hold of the reins of Government, and 
abolish American slavery. As, upon this occasion, we represent this 
party, we shall be excused for making more extended remarks on this 
than on any other anti-slavery agency. 

That, in the political tempest of 1840, the Liberty party could 
spring up and grow; and that in the similar but even severer tempest 
of 1844, it could not only live, but. strike its roots still deeper, and 
spread out its arms still wider, are convincing proofs that never was a 
party “ made of sterner stuff.” From the mad vortex of 1840 the 
Liberty party snatched seven thousand votes; and from the madder 
one of 1844 it snatched:sixty-two thousand. 

The common language at the North, of the. great political parties 
which have divided and which still divide this Nation, is, that these 
parties are surely, though indirectly, accomplishing the overthrow of 
slavery. . But the Liberty party believes—and from this belief 
sprang its existence—that slavery is a monster to be overcome only 
in direct encounter and deadly grapple. This monster laughs at the 
idea of his being made to bite the dust by force of the mere inciden- 
tal influences and indirect effects of agencies and parties, which have 
no direct bearing, and even no design, against him. He laughs at 
the Doctor Springs and Professor Hodges, for still insisting, that the 
Bible, which they allege is not directly against but even directly for 
him, will, nevertheless, by some means or other, bring him on his 
back. And he Jaughs too atthe declaration of the Whig, that the 
policy of his party, and at the declaration of the Democrat, that the 
policy of his, will, although unarrayed against slavery, and even 
_ arrayed on its side, bring slavery to its grave. Well may he Jaugh 
at those ministers, who predict his death at the hands of the Bible, 
even whilst they are using the Bible to cover his head from the blows 
of his assailants : and well may he laugh at those politicians, who, 
whilst voting and legislating for him, not only tell us that he must 
die, but actually claim the merit of being themselves at work to kill 
him. Well, indeed, may he laugh at such preachers and politicians, 
whilst he can oppose to their predictions of his death the fact, that, 
during about every twenty years of their preaching, and voting, and 
legislating, he doubles the number of his victims. 

The Liberty party is the only politicat party in the Nation, whose 
purpose is to overthrow slavery. No party, made up, as the Whig or 
Democratic party, of slave-owners as well as non-slave-owners, can 
have this purpose ;—for slave-owners, making as they all do slavery 
their paramount interest, and ready as they all are, at all times, to 
sacrifice every other interest to it, will not abide in—will not come 
into—a party that aims at the destruction of slavery. 

_ Weasked for your help to overthrow the system of American op- 

pression. Give it to us, we entreat you. Give it to us in all practi- 
cable ways; and let your connexion with the Liberty party be one of 
those ways. Is it not high time for you to cease from parties, which 
are unpledged, unprepared, and unwilling, to attack slavery ? and is 
it not high time for you to join a, party, which, called into being for 
the express purpose of destroying slavery, has never set aside for the 
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sake of other interests, and never compromised, the declared object 
of its existence ? Why should you not join it? Jt is not, as you are 
every where told it is, a fanatical party. Its object, as worthy as 
ever appealed to the heart of philanthropy, and its means to com- 
pass it, the peaceful means of the peaceful ballot-box, are both ap- 
proved of reason and religion. Nor is it, as you are every-where 
told itis, a party in opposition to the Constitution. The Constitution 
being an anti-slavery instrumert, and giving to Congress, as has been 
well said, no more power, nor semblance of power, to make a slave 
than to make a king—what motive could the Liberty party have to 
set itself in opposition to it? The Constitution, being the friend of 
the Liberty party, shall not find in that party a foe. The Liberty’ 
- party in power would prove its trueness to the Constitution,by prompt- 
ly withdrawing from slavery the protection of the National flag; by 
promptly abolishing the curse in the District of Columbia ; and, 
wherever also, beyond the original limits of the Nation, Congress’ 
has been so treasonable to the Constitution, as to set up slavery, 
or suffer it to be set up. And if the Liberty party, on taking the’ 
reins of government, shall not sweep slavery from the original 
thirteen States, as well as from the other part of the Nation, the 
omission will be owing, not to its want of fidelity to the Consti- 
tution; but, alone, to its want of conviction, that it has the right-' 
ful power to do so. ‘The present indications, however, are, that 
even this conviction may not be wanting; for the present indica- 
tions are, that the arguments of a Goodell and a Spooner to 
prove that slavery has no Constitutional nor legal existence in’ 
any part of the Nation, remain unanswered, because they are’ 
unanswerable. le 

We asked, whether it is not time for you to join the Liberty 
party. How different, had you joined it years ago, would be the 
present character of our country! Now, it is branded with in- 
famy for having robbed a neighboring Nation of a large share of 
its territory. How different too, had you joined it years ago,’ 
would be the present condition of our country! Now, it is 
threatened with a-war, which, strong as we are, and weak as are’ 
our foes, may nevertheless, result in its ruin: for whatever supe- 
riority we may Claim, the injustice of our cause should inspire 
the apprehension of its defeat. Had you joined the Liberty: 
party years ago, neither would this disgrace be upon the charac- 
tor, nor this danger be in the condition of our country, Had’ 
but enough of you joined it last fall to swell its vote to'a hun-' 
dred thousand, the danger and disgrace, of which we speak, 
would have been averted. Not a few of those members of Con- 
gress, who, on the ‘Texas question, bowed down to the slave- 
power, would have been able to stand erect, had there been so’ 
increased a Liberty vote to appeal to their hopes and fears. But 
you could not be induced to join the Liberty party. “You would: 
cling to your Democratic party, notwithstanding it had, openly,» 
and shamelessly, and fully, identified itself with as flagitious a 
scheme of robbery as ever one nation practised on another. You 
would cling to your Whig party, notwithstandiug it called to the © 
office of Secretary of State the two men, who, in this office, ’ 
committed the Nation to this preeminently guilty scheme;—the * 
one of whom, as long ago as the year 1829, ‘entertained ‘the Vir-' 
ginia Convention with a calculation of the profits, which Virginia | 
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slave-breeders would realize, ‘‘ should it,’ to use his own words, 
‘be our lot, as I trust it will be, to acquire the country of Tex- 
as;°,—and the other of whom was so bent on reconciling the 
world to the extension of slavery over Texas, that, to make up 
the necessary number of arguments for it, he advanced the duc- 
trine, that, to give freedom to the black slave, or, in other, and 
more heart-revealing words, to give freedom to whomsoever we 
desire to retain in slavery, is to make himcrazy. That a party 
furnishing us, at such a time, with such Secretaries, should, not- 
withstanding its flattering cry in the ears of abolitionists against 
annexation, was as loud as its flattering cry for annexation in 
the ears of slaveholders;—that this party should, when the 
scheme of annexation came to be acted on by Congress, supply 
the lack of Democratic strength to carry it, is not at all surpri- 
sing. 

But, is it even now, too late to keep Texas out of the Nation? Or, 
if as some construe it, Texas is already in the Nation, may it not be » 
saved from the curse of slavery? The preliminary point, that Texas 
shall not be a slave-holding country, once rightly settled—and it 
might not be very difficult to re-establish,.amity between Mexico and 
this Nation. Mexico might even consent to give up Texas to this 
Nation. The point of honor, if not of principle, with her, is not to 
give it up to slavery. Who can doubt, that, were the Liberty party 
. to double its vote the present year, Congress would hesitate to receive 
Texas into our family of States, were she to come with a slaveholding 
Constitution in her hands? Who can doubt that, should Massachu- 
setts elect the Liberty ticket, at her approaching election, all, or nearly 
all, of the Northern members of Congress would refuse to bow down, 
any longer, to the dark spirit of slavery; would turn to worship the 
gloriously rising sun of Freedom ; and would tell Texas, that she also 
must turn thither, or give up her. hope of a place in our sisterhood of 
States? Make the experiment, Old Massachusetts !—glorious Old 
Massachusetts! It wili give youa better fame with a liberty-loving 
posterity than can your boasted monument and battle-fields. It is 
your honor that you were the first to resist British oppression. But 
ten thousand fold greater honor awaits the State, which shall be first 
to turn the tide of American oppression. 

That no such happy effect on the Texas question and on the cause 
of liberty would follow a however greatly increased vote either of the 
Whig or Democratic party, is certain; for who could be so simple, as 
to see in the increase a demonstration of hostility to slavery? With 
what face, then, can those Whigs and Democrats amongst us, who 
have, all along, professed to be abolitionists, and to be opposed to the 
annexation of Texas—with what face then can they continue to make 
these professions, if they shall still cling, and even at this crisis, to 
their pro-slavery parties ? 

Fellow citizens! it is not enough to say, that justice to Mexico and 
to our own character requires us to relax our grasp on Texas, and .to 
relax our purpose of overspreading it with the horrors of slavery.. The 
supposition that it is for the very life of our Nation, that we relax 
this robber-grasp and this diabolical purpose, does no violence to 
probability. We spoke of the danger which threatens our Nation, 
and of the possible ruinous consequences to it of a war with Mexico. 
We know that Mexico is feeble; and that no other nation is so much 
despised by us, But we know too, that the Word and Providence of 
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God testify, that it is not uncommon for Him, when He would humble 
a haughty individual, or a haughty nation, to select for the agency of 
His purpose the very instrument, which such individual or nation 
most despises. Proud and contemptuous Goliah would have chosen’ 
death by any other means rather than the sling and stone of little 
David; and so, too; our proud and contemptuous Nation would rather 
receive its death-wounds at the hands of any other nation, than that 
which she most despises. - 

But: Mexico may not be alone in her war with us, ‘That war, in its 
possibly wide sweep of consequences;. may involve persons and na- 
tions not a few. Whether, however, this’ shall, or shall not, be; cer- 
tain it is, that America, going to war under the black flag of slavery, 
would command the respect of no people and no nation, whose respect: 
and sympathy are worth having. rt 

It may, perhaps, be objected to what we have said of the possible: 
perils of our nation, that it is'too young to be destroyed—too young. 
to have ripened for destruction. | It is, indeed, young in years; but, is’ 
it not old inc.imes? What Nation, even amongst those, which have 
filled up the measures of their iniquity and perished, has had blacker — 
crimes recorded against itthan those which, in the blaze of gospel 
light, we have perpetrated upon the Indian and the African? But, 
however we may compare in wickedness with other Nations, the fact 
that we have already committed such a crime as‘that for which God 
destroyed the Jewish Nation, should fill us with alarm, and hurry us 
to repentance. We remember, too, in this connection’ that it was for 
such a crime that the French power in St. Domingo was destroyed. 
The Jewish nation was destroyed for re-subjecting to bondage those, 
whom it had proclaimed free. “And ye were now turned,” said God 
to it, “and haddone right in my sight, in proclaiming liberty, every’ 
man to his neighbor: and ye had made a covenant before me in the 
house, which is called by my name: But ye turned, and polluted my 
name, and caused every man his servant, and every man his hand-: 
maid, whom he had set at liberty, at their pleasure, to return, and- 
brought them into subjection to be unto you for servants and for hand-. 
maids. Therefore, thus saith the Lord, ye have not hearkened unto. 
me, in proclaiming liberty every one to his brother, and every man to 
his neighbor: behold, I proclaim a liberty for you, saith the Lord, to 
the sword, to the pestilence, and to the famine: and | will make you 
to be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth. And I will give 
the men, that have transgressed my covenant, into the hand of their 
enemies, and into the hand of them that seek their life: and their 
dead bodies shall be for meat unto the fowls of heaven, and to the 
beasts of the earth.” | 

A moment’s recollection of the history of our Nation will convince 
us, that it is guilty of such a crime, as cost the life of the Jewish 
Nation. : i 

It is, at least, a charitable supposition, that our fathers, when, in 
the year 1776, they resolved to break away from the oppressions of 
the British government, remembered the oppressions of which they 
were themselves guilty. It is, at least, a charitable supposition, that 
a sense of their wrongs at the hands of that government inspired them 
with a sense of the infinitely deeper wrongs, suffered at their own 
hands. The letter, if not the intent, of a virtual deed of manumis- 
sion, which they then wrote and published, harmonizes with this sup- 
position. ‘The deed is short—for it expresses the grant or concession 
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in five words. Short as it is, however, it is comprehensive and clear : 
and such are the five words, as to make it a deed of universal eman- 
cipation. “ALL MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL,” are these words of 
truth and mercy and power, It is true, that our fathers could not-en- 
force and apply, the world over, the doctrine of this declaration, 
But they could do so within the limits of their own Nation; and thus 
set before every other a beautiful and attractive example of impartial 
and universal liberty. | | 

_Is it said, that this declaration of human equality was but.a stroke 

of policy; and that the only design of the Revolutionary patriots in 
it was to win for their cause the sympathy and help of the generous 
and true-hearted, whether in the Old world or the New? We donot 
deny, that, when these patriots inscribed upon their banners, “ ALL 
MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL,” they foresaw with what great power these 
truthful words would enter the hearts of men, We do. not deny, 
‘that “by this sign” they meant to conquer. We do not deny that, 
had the incription been, instead of * Linerty To aLu,” “ LIBERTY 
TO SOME, AND SLAVERY TO OTHERS,” the LaFayettes and Dekalbs 
and other lovers of liberty, who crossed the ocean to help us on to 
victory, would have turned their backs on our cause. “Let tyrants 
derish in the grasp of tyrants.” We do not deny, that our fathers 
could not have chosen a more successful means for arousing the 
sympathies, and securing the aid, of the wise and the good, than 
this acknowledgment of the equal rights of men—than this deed of 
universal emancipation—proved itself to be. But, we do deny,tha 
in making this choice, they were governed by a heartless policy. 
We do deny, that they were insincere in this constructive procla- 
mation of liberty to the slave. Historical testimonies are worthless, 
if they do not authorize the conclusion, that our fathers fully believed, 
that theirs was the last generation, which should see an American 
slave. . 
But, whether they were or were not sincere in thus conceding, in 
the ear of the whole world, the right of the bondman to liberty ; the 
concession itself is indisputable. And how sadly true is it, that there 
is a parallelism between the Jewish Nation and this, as well on the 
point of re-subjecting the bondman, as on that of declaring his right 
to deliverance. The half million of slaves, who our fathers said 
should be free, (and but for their saying which, our fathers themselves 
could not have become free,) had their chains riveted anew. And, 
now, instead of that number, there are nearly three millions to testify 
by stripes and groans and tears, that American masters, as did Jewish 
masters, have broken their promise to God and the bondman; have 
relapsed into hardness of heart, and clung anew to their oppressions. 
Why then shall not this Nation perish, as did the Jewish Nation? 
God be praised for the assurance, that it shall not, if it do but repent. 
God be praised, that the history of our world affords no instance, in 
which He has destroyed either a penitent individual, or a penitent 
Nation. 

And, now, men of the free North!—Citizens of the Eastern 
and Middle States!—by every consideration of religion, human- 
ity and patriotism, you are urged to the exertion of all your 
powers for the overthrow of slavery. Your homes and your 
altars, your honor and good name, are at stake. ‘I'he slave in 
his prison stretches his manacled hands towards you, imploring 
your aid. A cloud of witnesses surrounds you. ‘The oppressed 
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millions of Europe beseech you to remove from their pathway 
to freedom the reproach and stumbling-block of Democratic sla- 
very. From the damp depths of dungeons—from the stake and 
the scaffold, where the martyrs of liberty have sealed their testi- 
mony with their blood—solemn and awful voices call upon you 
to make the dead letter of your republicanism a living truth. 
Join with us, then, fellow citizens. Slavery is mighty: but it 
can be overthrown. In the name of God and humanity, let us 
bring the mighty ballot-box of a kingless people to bear upon it. 
The model man of our Republic, who might have been a king, 
but would not, calls from his grave upon each of us to do that, 
which he solemnly declared himself ready to do—to give his vote 
to free the slave and to abolish the wicked phantasy of property 
in man. He shall not call in vain. We acknowledge the dut 
of consecrating our votes to the deliverance of the oppressed, 
and joyfully do we perform it. . 


‘Appendix. 


Resolutions on the Constitution, 


_ [Among the doings of the Great Eastern Convention, was the 
presentation of some resolves.on the unconstitutionality of Sla- 
very—which the Convention deemed of too grave and imposing 
a character to be set aside, and yet too novel and startling, as 
well as comprehensive and sweeping, to be adopted on so limit- 
ed consideration as could be afforded to them in that short space 
of time. It was therefore ordered that. the Resolutions: should 
be respectfully received, anit published with the journal of the 
Convention, to invite attention and secure a more thorough and 
rigid examination. ‘They comprise, in substance, the line of ar- 
gument pursued in Mr. Spooner’s great Essay on the Uncon- 
stitutionality of Slavery.] _ Aho 


1. Resolved, That law, in its true sense, is.a. natural. princi- 

ple of justice, ‘‘necessarily resulting from the natural rights. of 
man; and not an arbitrary rule, that can be established. by mere 
will, numbers. or power.” . 
2, Resolved; ‘That a government resting on mere, will, num- 
bers or power, and, acting in violation of men’s natural rights, 
is essentially a despotism—a government of force, and not of 
law; and that. its character, in this respect, is not)changed: by the 
largeness of the number of those who participate in the power, 
nor. by the.smallness. of the number of those whose, rights, are. 
sacrificed by it. Mine eons Sacks 

3. Resolved; That.legislation, as such, has.no. inherent. aug, 
thority as law; thatit derives its authority only from its, consis- 
tency with the principles of natural justice, and from, the obliga- 
tions of. such just contracts of. government as men may. rightful- 
ly.enter into. . ' | 
_ 4, Resolved, That all constitutions and statutes, so, far. as. 
they conflict with.any of the natural rights of auy,.man, or, men 
whatsover, are, for that reason, void and.unlawful,.and afford 
no moral justification or legal authority to the executive, legisla- 
tive or judicial departments. of the government, for, any acts, 
legislation or decisions in conformity with them, .. 

_),. Resolved, That it follows from the principlesjof, the. fore- 
going resolutions, that if our national constitution, or any of our 
State constitutions, in any of their parts or clauses, purport. to 
authorize or sanction the enslavement of, human.beings, they 
are so far unlawful and void, and impose, neither upon the, peo- 
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le, nor upon any departments of 'the governments established 
y them, any moral obligation except that of resistance. 

6. Resolved, That, admitting, for the sake of the argument, 
that slavery may be legalized by the authority of written consti- 
tutions and statutes, it has nevertheless never been legalized by 
any of the fundamental constitutions that have ever been estab- 
lished, either in the old thirteen colonies, or in any of the exist- 
ing States of this union. 

7. Resolved, That prior to the. separation of this country 
from England, the latter had never legalized the slave trade from 
Africa to these colonies; and that therefore it was impossible 
that English slave traders should convey any legal right of 
property in their slaves to purchasers in the colonies. . 

8. Resolved, That the Colonial charters were the fundamen- 
tal written constitutions of the colonies up to the time of the 
revolution; that the provision, in each of those eharters, requir- 
ing, in substance, that the colonial legislation should be ‘‘con- 
sonant to reasen and not repugnant, but as nearly as cireum- 
stances would allow, confortable to the laws, statutes and rights 
of the realm of England,” was a constitntional prohibition upon 
all those colonial statutes that attempted to legalize slavery; and 
that, therefore, there was no legal or constitutional slavery inthe 
colonies up to the time of the revolution. , 

9, Resolved, That the law, as declared by the court of King’s 
Bench in the case of Somerset, in the year 1772, was as much 
applicable to the slavery that then existed in the colonies, as to 
that which had been tolerated in the island of Great Britain; and 
that the courts of this country were bound to have followed that 
decision, and to have liberated all who were then held in bon- 
dage. 

io, Resolved, 'That the declaration, in 1776, by the people 
of this country, that ‘‘all men are born free and equal; that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, 
among which are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness,’? 
was the assertion of a self-evident truth, and of a principle of 
natural law, which must necessarily be assumed as a part of all 
constitutional systems of government that do not plainly deny 
them; that this self-evident truth and this principle of natural 
law, then acknowledged and acted upon, have never since been 
denied by us, as a nation, in any authentic, constitutional form; 
and that they are therefore necessarily a part of our national 
system of government. 

11. Resolved, 'That inasmuch as the slavery existing in this 
conntry iu 1789, was neither sanctioned, mentioned; nor recog- 
nized by any of the then existing state constitutions, it is impos- 
sible that it could have been at that time a legal institution, or 
had any legal existence. | 

12. Resolved, That whether the constitution of the United 
States intended, or not, to saction or guaranty slavery, as a con- 
stitutional State institution, it necessarily failed of doing so, for 
the reason, if no other, that under the then existing State con- 
stitutions, slavery had no constitutional existence to be sanctioned 
‘or guarantied. 7 | | 

13. : Resolved, That ‘as there was no constitutional slavery in 
the country at the adoption of the United States constitution, 
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all the people of the United States,”? without discrimination, 
were necessarily made citizens of the United States by the 
United States constitution; and that after they had thus been 
made citizens of the United States, it was forever too late for 
the State governments to enslave them, or any of their posterity. 

14, Resolved, That the constitution of the United States—if 
construed according to established legal rules—would neither 
sanction, recognize, nor tolerate slavery, in any of the States of 
of this Union. 7 

15. Resolved, That in order to ascertain the true and legal 
meaning of the constitution of the United States, it is not neces- 
sary that we should regard, as authoritative, the construction 
that has been placed upon it by the judiciary, or any other de- 
partment of the government; but only the construction which 
legal rules of interpretation required that the judiciary and 
_ other departments of the government should place upon it from 

the beginning. | 

16. Resolved, 'That it is only by illegal and false interpreta- 
‘tions of the constitution of the United States; by substituting 
historical and inadmissible evidences of the intentions of some 
of the framers, for the language of the constitution itself; and by 
arbitarily giving to certain words of the constitution a meaning 
subversive of liberty and justice, when the words themselves 
were susceptible of a meaning consistent with liberty and justice, 
that any of the clauses of the constitution have been, or can be 
made to sanction or recognize the legality of slavery. 

17. Resolved, That the legal meaning of the word ‘“‘free,”’ 
as applied to persons, in the second section of the first article of 
the constitution, is not to describe those who are simply free 
from personal slavery, but those who are citizens of the United 
States, as distinguished from aliens; that one: of the significa- 
tions of the word “‘free,”’ as used inthe English law for centu- 
ries, has been to describe citizens, as distinguished from aliens; 
that such was its meaning in all the colonial charters in which it 
was used at all; that such was its meaning in the articles of Con- 
federation, and in all the State constitutions in which it was to 
be found in 1789; and especially that such was at that time its 
meaning in the constitutions of the States of Georgia, South 
Carolina, North Carolina, Pennsylvania and New York; and 
that such is the meaning which legal rules of interpretation re- 
quired that our national government should give to it in the con- 
stitution of the United States. | 

18. Resolved, That the words ‘‘held to service or labor,” as 
used in the second section of the fourth article, legally refer to 
the saine class of persons that are descrided in Sec. 2, of Art. 1, 
as “bound to service for a term of years,’”’ and that they have 
no legal reference to slaves. 

19. Resolved, That in the case of Prigg vs. Pennsylvania, 
the Supreme Court of the United States, by expressly quoting 
and relying upon history, instead of the words of the constitu- 
tion, to prove that the clause in regard to fugitives from service 
or labor, was intended to refer to slaves, impliedly acknowledg- 
ed, and plainly evinced their consciousness of the fact, that the 
words alone of the clause would not authorize or justify such a 
construction; that they thus palpably violated the true meaning 
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of the constitution, and disregarded the fundamental rule of in- 
terpretation that had been repeatedly declared by the same. 
court, to wit, that ‘‘the intention of the constitution is to be col- 
lected from its words;’? and that they thus furnished a signal in- 
stance and proof of their official servility to the slave power. _ 

20. Resolved, That if the argument for slavery, drawn from 
that clause of the constitution, which restrains Congress from 
prohibiting the ‘“‘importation of persons’? until 1808, be valid to 
prove that it was constitutional to kidnap, import and enslave 
Africans, it is equally valid to prove that it was constitutional to 
kidnap, importand enslave Englishmen, Frenchmen,or any other 
civilized people, whose enslavement has never been claimed to 
be either constitutional or legal; that as the argument would thus 
necessarily prove too much, it proves nothing; that the true and 
legal meaning of the clause is. therefore only to restrain Con- 
gress from prohibiting the importation of foreigners, as passen- 
gers and freemen; and that it cannot legally be held, as it er- 
roneously has been held, to have been a restraint upon the pow- 
er given to Congress, ‘‘to define and punish piracies and offences 
against the law of nations.” . . 

21. Resolved, Vhat the adoption of the constitution of the 
United States, made citizens, without discrimination, of all the 
then people of the United States; and that if this position be de- 
nied, the constitution furnishes no clue to the persons that were 
made Citizens by it. 

22, Resolved, That it isa principle of the national consti- 
tution, that natural birth in the country gives the right of citi- 
zenship, without regard to the citizenship of the parent; and 
that all persons, born.in the country since the adoption of the 
constitution, are entitled to citizenship under the United States 
constitution, without reference to the laws or constitutions of the 
States; and that; having the right of citizenship, they cannot le- 
gally be.made slaves. 

23. Resolved, That the writ of habeas corpus necessarily in- 
volves a denial of the right of property in man; that otherwise 
the writ could always be defeated by pleading property, and giving 
posession in proof; and that the constitution of the United States, 
by providing that the privilege of this writ shall not be suspen- 
ded, and by making no provision that one person, and not anoth- 
er, shall be entitled to it, has denied that there can be in this na- 
tion any right of property in man. 

24. Resolved, That the provision in the constitution of the 
United States, that ‘‘the United States shall guaranty to every 
State in this Union a republican form of government,” is a man- 
ifest prohibition of such oligarchies as now exist is more than 
half the States of the Union; and that the further gnaranties of 
protection against invasion and against domestic violence, were 
given solely on the ground that the State governments were to 
be republican. — 

25. Resolved, 'That the constitution of the United States no- 
where recognizes the relation of master and slave; that it as- 
sumes throughout that, if legally interpreted, and faithfully exe- 
cuted, it would at once extinguish slavery throughout the nation. 

26. Resolved, That in view of the treachery of all the de- 
partments of the government to the true principles of the con- 
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stitution; in view of the audacity with which they have per- 
verted its guaranties of liberty and justice, into pretexts for the 
most atrocious crimes against justice, humanity and freedom; 
the people are admonished that in their own hands alone is lib- 
erty safe; that government, instead of being revered and trusted, 
must be jealously watched, and held rigorously to their account- 
ability; and that in order that government may be effectually 
watched by the people, and thus deterred from the continued 

erpetration of such crimes as have hitherto marked its history, 
it is indispensable that the people learn for themselves the true 
character of the constitution, and thus make themselves compe- 
tent. to determine whether those who administer the government 
are true to its principles. 

27. Resolved, That the disposition of the people of this 
country to refer all questions of constitutional law to the national 
- Judiciary, and to acquiesce implicitly and blindly in their de- 
cisions, is areproach, instead of a praise, to us asa nation of 
freemen; that a people who are competent to establish a consti- 
tution, ought never to acknowledge themselves incompetent to 
decide whether it secures liberty, or legalizes slavery; that a peo- 
ple, who are so ignorant of the principies of their constitution as 
to be obliged to ask any department of their government wheth- 
er it supports liberty, or authorizes slavery, are themselves po- 
liticallv slaves, fit and liable to be made tools, as hitherto they 
have been, for enslaving others: and that the shame, ‘degrada- 
tion and criminality of such ignorance ought not to be, and must 
not longer be suffered to rest upon us as a people. 


The following Resolution was offerered by Wm. Goopvett, 
and ordered to be printed with the others: 


Resolved, That. since ‘‘the United States shall guaranty to 
every State in this Union a republican form of government,’??— 
since the States. cannot. constitutionally ‘‘pass any bills of at- 
tainder, or laws impairing the obligation: of contracts,’’—since 
slavery is incompatible with ‘‘a republican form of govern- 
ment,” is a perpetual ‘‘bill of attainder,’? and destroys the ‘‘ ob- 
ligation of contracts,’?—it follows, that the Federal Government 
is bound to demand of the Slaves States a compliance with these 
constitutional provisions by erasing from their statute. books all 
enactments that legalize slave-holding.: ~ 
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Correspondence, 





[The following Letters, among others, were received from 
distinguished gentlemen, in answer to invitations to attend the 
Convention. } oo 


FROM §. P. CHASE, ESQ., CINCINNATI. 
| CINCINNATI, September 23, 1845.” 

Messrs. H. B. Stanton, Chairman, and . 

; Evizur Wrieut, Jr., Secretary, &c. doy oh 

GENTLEMEN,—I received, a few days since, ‘your letter invi- 
ting me,to attend. the Liberty Convention to be held at Boston 
on the Ist proximo. It is, I regret.to. say, impossible for me to 
be with you, otherwise than with my warmest sympathies, and 
most earnest desires that your.Convention may, be to ours.as, the 
noon-day to the dawn. a if sd 

The great objects of the Liberty Party, if I understand them, 
are these: 1. The extinction of slavery ; 2, ‘The application of 
the principles of equality and justice to all the legal relations of 
men. ‘The first object constitutes it an anti-slavery party ; the 
second constitutes it a democratic party. | | = 

The extinction of slavery is our first object, because no other 
of equal importance engages, or can engage, the attention of the 
people. No valuable reform, in our ‘political condition can be 
accomplished, till. slavery shall be ‘utterly abolished. No salu- 
tary measure can be beneficially carried ‘out, so long as slavery 
remains to thwart its operation and defeat/its end. Slavery is 
the equal and unrelenting foe of Progress and of Stability. We 
attack slavery first, therefore, because it meets us first. Under 
the banner of Equality of Rights and Exact Justice to Ally we 
advance to the great work of political reformation’ » the Slave 
Power, with all her legions, strides across our path, and not only 
denies our progress, but demands our submission. We have no 
choice but to give battle, and trust in God for victory. : 

A skilful general will not, however, engage his forces ina 
promiscuous struggle, nor attack, indiscriminately, all the posi- 
tions of the enemy. We must imitate this prudence, and direct 
our main efforts against those positions of the Slave Power 
which are most exposed. Our first and chief effort should be 
directed to the DENATIONALIZATION OF SLAVERY—to the abso- 
lute and complete divorce of the General Government from all 
connection with the Slave System. For the existence of slavery 
in the District of Colambia ; for the holding of slaves in our 
public and private vessels at sea; for the employment of slaves 
on our national works; for all negotiation in behalf of slavery, 
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the people are’ responsible, because the people elect those men 
by whom these things are done.» They must be made to feel 
their responsibility, and be persuaded to elect men who will take 
care that these things shall not be done. Our efforts should 
next be directed to forbid, by positive legislation, all participa- 
tion in slave-holding and slave-trading by all who can be consti- 
tutionally reachrd by national legislation. As to this point, there 
is considerable difference of opimion among Liberty men. <All, 
however, agree, that the inter-state slave trade can be prohibited, 
and'so long as we agree upon this, differences of opinion as to 


other points.are harmless; for, let us once reach this point, and 


we shall find our work so nearly accomplished, that little will 
remain to be done, except to sing T'e Deum. In the next place, 
we must endeavor, in our respective States, to carry out our 
principles by local legislation ; repealing all laws which make 


distinctions on account of color ; providing safeguards for the 


absolute freedom: of all who are entitled to protection of the 
State, whether inhabitants or strangers;. prohibiting any partici- 
pation in slave-holding or slave-trading by any citizen, under fit 
penalties; and securing ‘an impartial administration of law by a 
virtuous and freedom-loving judiciary, willing to act on the old 
maxim, Execrandus, qui non favet libertatc! Accursed be he 
who doth not favor liberty ! 

- ‘These points; it seems to me, comprehend about the whole 
political duty of a Liberty man in relation toslavery. With 
other than political duties, we, asa Liberty party, or, if you 
will, as a Democratic party opposed to slavery, have noTHiInG 
to do by political action, though much in other relations, by ac- 
tion appropriate to those relations. 

I say nothing here about the course to be pursued by our party 
in relation to other matters than slavery. Except as these mat- 
ters are related to slavery, it seems to me inexpedient for Liberty 
men at this time, to announce or determine upon any precise 
course. It is enough to say, that, in reference to trade and cur- 
rency and other matters, we will be guided in our action by the 
principles of equality and justice, when we are placed in posi- 
tions which charge us with the responsibility of action. In the 
meantime, the question of slavery is vastly more important than 
any mere financial or commercial question, and must be settled 


first. . Very truly yours, 
i fe S. P. CHASE. 


ee 


FROM HON. LEICESTER KING. 


Warren, Trumsuty Co., Onto, 2 
September 26, 1845. § 


Dear Sirs,—Having been absent from home your esteemed 
favor of the 11th instant, requesting me, on behalf of the com- 
mittee of arrangements, to be present and participate in the 
deliberations and labors of the great Eastern Convention, to be 
holden in Boston on the first of next month, has just come to 
hand. 
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I should have taken great pleasure in meeting in council with: 


the noble spirits who will be with you on that occasion—on that’ 
hallowed ground, once consecrated to freedom—where the first 
systematic resistance to oppression was organized—where the 
standard of Liberty was first unfurled by ¢ our ancestors, and: 
where her devoted champions were first marshalled for the bat- 
tle field and yielded up their lives in defence of her cause. ‘To 
review those battle-fields, and recal to mind the exciting scenes 
which transpired in those early and sanguinary struggles for lib- 
erty—the energy and firmness exhibited by the inhabitants of 
Boston in resisting every encroachment upon them, until their 
oppressors were ignominiously driven from their borders—and 
to witness the expression of gratitude which has been manifes- 
ted by their descendants in the noble column they have erected 
to perpetuate those events, would well repay a pilgrimage to: 
that sacred spot. 

Around that column thus erected to the memory of the cham- 
pions of Liberty of 1776, is the appropriate place for the friends 
of Liberty in all coming time to assemble and re-affirm the as- 


surance then given that their ‘‘sons scorn to be slaves,”’ and re- 


new to each other their pledge of uncompromising resistance to 
oppression in all its forms. 

The place and the occasion should excite the most lively in- 
terest, and I feel assured that your deliberations will be produc- 


tive of much good to our common country. [regret extremely- 
that continual absence from home for the last three months prény 


cludes my attendance. 
Very cordially and respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


LEICESTER KING. 


Messrs. H. B. Stanton, Chairman, 
EK. Wrieut, Jr. Secretary. 
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FROM SAMUEL WEBB, PHILADELPHIA. 


PHILADELPHIA, 9 mo, 18, 1845. 
Esteemed Sr Sealit and fellow laborers in one of the best of causes. 


Your invitation is received—professional and other prior en-, 


\ 


gagements will probably prevent my attending the Convention at 


Boston. 


The Liberty Party can be the means of abolishing slavery. 


whenever they shall send twenty-five members to Congress—this 
will give them the control over the election of Speaker—the ap- 
pointment of all important committees, and the casting vote on 
every party question! 

To propitiate this controling influence, each of the other par- 
ties will make concessions in favor of liberty—such as, regulating 
the trade between the States, so as to put a stop to the internal, 
or as it may be properly be called, the infernal slave tr ade—abol- 


ishing ‘slavery in the District of Columbia or in some one or’ 


more of the territories of the United States, &c. 


For every point they wish to carry they will have to eiinobilied 


something to liberty. ‘The slaveholders will no sooner see this,’ 
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than they will anticipate our movements by abolishing slavery 
themselves. like some of the West India legislatures, when they 
found Parliament had determined that slavery should cease in 
five years, did the work themselves in three years—thus shorten- 
ing the duration of slavery two years. 

Wecan send more than twenty-five members to Congress if 
we lend our best efforts to the selection and election of city, coun 
ty, township and district officers; suchas Constables—Assessors 
—Tax Collectors—Supervisors of roads—Judges and Inspectors 
of elections—County, City and District Treasurers—Councils, 
Commissioners, Mayor; Aldermen and. Justices of the Peace— 
Prothonotaries—Recorders of Deeds—Coroners, and Sheriffs,&c. 
These (and others seeking these offices or officers or employers 
under them,) are the men who do the work at elections—they are 
willing to spend and be spent, in order to insure the success of 
their party, and when elected, have the means to contribute to 
the funds :—both the pro-slavery partiés draw largely upon their 
candidates ‘‘for the support of the party.’ 

Abandon at once and forever all contention with other anti- 

slavery men! Say or do what they may, let us maintain no quar- 
rel or dispute with them, nor with any religious sect. It is labor 
thrown away. ‘The church always has, and probably always 
will, lean to those who hold the temporal power. 
_ Whenever we. succéed in electing our men, or are inva fair 
way to do.so, the churches will be freely opened to us, and their 
pulpits will then thunder with eloquént soul stirring appeals in 
favor of the ‘‘oppressed and down-trodden slave.’? We know 
but little of human nature, if we expect such a result ‘until after 
we shall have the power of putting men into, or out of office. 

_ Begin with electing our men to the small offices, and then we 
shall have no difficulty in placing our candidates in the higher 
offices. 

Respectfully yours, &c. 
roy . . SAMUEL WEBB. 
To Henry B. Sranran, Chairman, g 

Kuizur Waienur, Jr., Sec’y. 





FROM HON. CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS. 


| Exuirzvr Wrrenut, Jr. Esq., Secretary of the Committee of 
Arrangements for the Convention of Oct. Ist. 
Quincy, September 19, 1845. 

Dear Sir: Your frank and cordial invitation to me has been 
received. I should have been greatly tempted to accept it, but 
for a very sharp attack of sickness not yet over, which, having 
fallen particularly upon my throat, would render an attempt to 
speak at present, very imprudent. by Mie 

Your kind allusion to past trifling labors of ‘mine is not unfelt 
by me. Would that they could have been attended with more 
success. But in the midst of existing discouragements, when I 
see nearly a moiety of our fellow citizens, who heretofore sup- 
ported us, struggling to get free from their old engagements in 
order that they may slide back into hewers of wood and draw- 


( 984) 


ers of water for a slaveholding administration, I have but one. 
hope left, and that is, that a cordial union may in time arise 

among those who hold the same opinion of the nature of this 

backward movement. Our dissensions are owr weakness. If 

ever a mode of political action shall be devised, be it by the pres-— 
ent or any future convention, which shall concentrate instead of 

dividing the honest and independent sentiments of all in the free 

statesopposed to slaveholding and determined to overthrow its 

power in the general government, rest assured that I shall be 

one among the first to hail the event as a dawn of better times. 

I am, sir, your obed’t. serv’t. ' 


CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS. | 


FROM HON. JAMES FOWLER. | 
WESTFIELD, Sept. 22, 1845. 
Eivizur. Wricut, Esq., Secretary, etc. | 

Dear Srtr,—Your kind invitation to be present with you at 
your meeting, in October, has been already received, for which 
you will please accept my thanks. Ido not know, now, whether 
it may be practicable for me to be present with you consistently 
with other.duties ornot, but whether present or absent, I shall 
take a:deep interest in your meeting. f 

I am very free to declare that I consider the encroaching spirit 
of slavery as the greatest political evil known in this country, 
and one which requires all the wisdom and firmness, and patriot- 
ism which can be enlisted in opposition to it. If any means can 
be devised by which the Anti-Slavery feeling of all parties could 
be concentrated in united action, we might hope to see some effi- 
cient resistance made to the continually increasing inroads of 
this crushing power. But such seems to me the modern degen- 
eracy of all political action, that my faith in all such action is 
greatly weakened. 

The emoluments of office seem to be the governing motive in 
all our political struggles. Leading party politicians allied with 
leading party presses, secm to have acquired an unbounded as- 
cendancy over their respective, parties and.to exercise it with 
very little reference to the highest interests of the country. In 
what way this important tendency is to be met and overcome, I 
am ata loss to determine. The Liberty party has withdrawn a 
large portion of the best and strongest of the Anti-Slavery feel- 
ing from the other political parties, so that whatis still left there- , 
in is easily overpowered by the unprincipled hacks who attach — 
themselves to, and control too much, all parties. 

It would be very pleasant for me to meet some of the men 
who have distinguished themselves by their bold and generous 
advocacy of the cause of the slave—most of whom I know well 
by name and character, and a few personally, but I could be of 
no service to you or them excepting that I might count one, for I 
have no talent or experience in public addresses, and in that I 
know you will not be deficient. 

Should I not be with you 1 will pray God to give you wisdom 
and discretion so to conduct the meeting that much good may re- 
sult from it to the interests of the free, and that it may be blessed 
as a powerful instrumentality in the liberation of the enslaved. 

Yours, with much respect, Situ! 
3 JAMES FOWLER. 
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